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 In 1967, SD state statutes were 
established for the SD Animal Dis-
ease Research and Diagnostic Labora-
tory.  They are stated below. 
 13-58-13.  
 Animal disease research and diag-
nostic laboratory established--
Supervision by Board of Regents. The 
State Animal Disease Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory is hereby es-
tablished and shall be maintained at 
South Dakota State University under 
the supervision and direction of the State Board of Regents. 
Source: SL 1967, ch 282, § 1. 
 13-58-15.  
 Direction of animal disease research activities--
Cooperation with Animal Industry Board. It shall be the 
duty of the director to direct the activities of the State Ani-
mal Disease Research and Diagnostic Laboratory in the 
conduct of studies, research, and diagnoses with respect to 
animal diseases, and to work in conjunction and in coopera-
tion with the Animal Industry Board in furtherance of the 
livestock industry of South Dakota. 
Source: SL 1967, ch 282, § 2. 
  
 To fulfill these state statutes, there is a need for renova-
tion and expansion of the laboratory.  There is currently a 
bill making its way through the current legislative session to 
fund a design study for a potential expansion and upgrades 
to the State Animal Disease Research and Diagnostic Labor-
atory. 
 The benefits for renovation and expansion of the labor-
atory are so that we can: 
1) continue to do the job we are currently doing… “to 
protect animal health for the state” since there are infra-
structure issues that need to be addressed. 
2)  promote worker safety since state personnel deal with 
some highly infectious agents and need to have the nec-
essary workable systems in place to protect human 
health. 
3) accommodate for growth within the laboratory which 
includes: 
a) addition of new diagnostic and research sections. 
b) additional new types of tests are now performed. 
c) new technologies have been added with new instru-
mentation:  For example, DNA sequencing has 
been added for determining the “fingerprint” of 
various pathogens, for vaccine design, for develop-
ment of new tests for pathogen detection and for 
determining where the disease organism may have 
originated. This work is essential for modern dis-
ease control measures.  
d) new diagnostic tests, reagents and vaccines are be-
ing developed within the laboratory.  
e) new Federal funding programs (not available in 
1993) are now available providing funding for state 
of the art testing at the ADRDL to better serve 
stakeholders including: 
a. USDA Food Emergency Response Network.  This 
network integrates the nation's food-testing 
laboratories at the local, state, and federal levels 
into a network that is able to respond to emer-
gencies involving biological, chemical, or radio-
logical contamination of food. 
b. USDA National Animal Health Laboratory Net-
work (NAHLN).  This network is needed for 
foreign and emerging animal disease testing 
which provides for a quality national program 
and same day testing for emergencies. 
c. FDA GenomeTrakr program for monitoring of 
food borne pathogens and traceability. 
d. FDA Veterinary Investigation Response Network 
(Vet-LIRN).  This testing helps the center of 
Veterinary Medicine investigate potential prob-
lems with regulated products such as animal 
feeds and animal drugs. 
f) provide space for increased grant funding.  Many of 
these grants provide for the development of new 
tests, new vaccines and anti-bacterial agents and oth-
er control measures to be applied in the “field”.  The 
increased grant funding allows for hiring of new sci-
entists who need additional space to do the work; 
ultimately providing better service to our stakeholder 
industries and contributing to economic develop-
ment.  Research in animal diseases by the SD 
ADRDL is mandated in the State Statute 13-58-15.  
g) provide a high containment Biosafety level (BSL) 3 
laboratory space.   BSL3 laboratory space is now the 
standard among veterinary diagnostic laboratories 
for the safety of state employees, the state’s livestock 
industry and the general public. These facilities are 
for working with highly pathogenic agents which can 
be found in South Dakota, along with other emerg-
ing or foreign animal diseases that could be identi-
fied in the state. 
  
 We want to thank the SDVMA, veterinarians, produc-
ers and general public for the support for the laboratory and 
we are looking forward to providing the services that you 
need.  Please feel free to contact us at any time for input on 
how we can serve you better.  
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